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SPEAK UP

in December 2004, The Meridian Star asked,
“if you could send a message to the troops
in Iraq, what would it be?”
Here's what these peopla said.

“My best friend, Trov Harper of
Mesadian, is currently at bool camg at
arris Island, S0 He'll Be shipped ot on
Jan. 14. He said he wants io go to Irag o
protect us all. He's just ke a brother to
e amdl 1 weant to tell him o be safe and
stay gut of harm's way.”

Joey Boswell, student
Mortheast High School

“We support vou and we're proad of
vou. Be safe” Baswall
Hollis Carroll, Cliunlgy

City of Merdian employes

“1 want them to know how peod of
themn T am and how thankiul | am for them.
[ pray every night that God brings them
home safety and they get back to their
families."

Mary MeCuallough, retined,
visiting Gamily im0 Meridian

“Thank you and Cao hless you. Carrall

We're praying for vou every day”
Mary Woodall, Merdian
City employies

“1'ro ol of them and preaying for them all the Gme.”
Stam Holloman,
CHaitmam

*1 apgereciate vour dedication. [ admirs
what vou're doing. 1 have a brother-in-law
in the military who lives in California”

Jerey Crowell, Meridian
City ermnplivyes

“We're praying for you, God bless you
andl thank vou.”
Cathy Corclla, Meridian
Hairdresser

Crowell
“We appreciate the sacriflee and the
effort. Ff||| LER Y i1l e Figne so06."
Phil Suiphin, Decatur
President of East Central
Community College

“We appreciaie evervihing they are
doing more than they know, especially
thiis the of the vear, 1 hope the Lord will
b with them, protect them and give them
strength.”

Miletus MeRKee, Chunky
Homemaker

Mekee

*Thanks for everyihing vou're doing io protect us”
Tina Black, Philadelhphia
Wal-Mart employies

“We appreciate them, love them and
pray for them. You're in our pravers every
daw I'm HH percent behind them. [ eare.
Ewery thme [ see someane in the military,
|jl.|r;| want to toweh them and hu_L,; theii.
They are giving up so much for us"

Melda Bomnmer, retived
Choctaw County, Ala,

*1 hggse you all peturn home safety”
Nell Corley, Bailey
Restired

Bommer

“We want 1o say hello from home and
b sabe 1o Bichard Maoss of Enterprise and
William Aliman of Quitman.”

Tabitha MoGruber and
Tiffany MeGruber,
Sam's Chaly employees

“T'I beawing in mil-February with the
g26th Engineering Battalion stationerd al
Fort MeClellan in Alabama. | want ry
I'::r'l'lilf.-' tor ko that T miss '_'.'-||.|."

Spe. James Black,
Abbewille, Ala,

A letter to ‘Cuz’ in Iraq

The Meridion High School student sho
irate this leffer dir Novsnber fusisfod on
FERBERIIEIG aiamyrross. IF i3 fo 8 cousin
gervimg on tee frouf lnes in Falluneh,
Trag. While doe wish the writor weren T so
ahy, iR @ way, B sery @roryaeily pea ke
lifs consis our comsis, foo.

Dear “Cue,"

Tomerrow will be a week sines o
called the house. The connection lasted
only a brief tlmes, fewer than five min-
uies and then it was loat.

You tald my momma that vou have
been o the thick part of the Fallujah
battle for the past woo Wl ks Yo
soaided Hke you were tired, buot you
assured us that you were all Fight.

In the midst of a horrible -||'|'-.|:|||i.:|'|l
that #ill not do anything to check the
growth and power of terrorists, that has
-:|l“n.I|'||:p'-.'-:| a covintless i mber of |-I'|-'I'.‘-. |
hope that you will always be “all right.”
We can only wonder what that means
siibce g0 mach stufl s i.:-::-iuH ail v there.

My momma sald she was going to ask
viou what you all were going to eat for
"|'||:|||'|¢:ii.:i'.-i||;.: |.|':|_'.-. That secmed almost
an ohscene gquestion e ask in the midst of
what vou were doing.

The ] 124 stions that she should have
been asking are, “What all have you
seen " “What all have you doene — wha
all Tiavy You nol done?™ and “Has this
experience changed your e

My parents and [ are at home tryving o
OG0 with lifie, kit that is w Ty Bl Baw o
knowing that vou're a very special loved
e gver there, and trouble could be vight
arciind fhe corner,
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ADDICTED TO THE NEWS

barmy familias with loved ones in Irag say they have become addicted to cabls naws
stations, always flipping through channals looking for rsports from the Middle East. 4s
the young man who wrots this story said; "We waks up avery morning hoping you are
O, My moemma wakses up tuming on the television to maks sura thera is nothing
wrong with you ovar thare,”

We wake up every morning hoping
vou are K. My moemma wakes up
turning on the television to make sure
there is nothing wrong with vou over
there.

[ would like to tell you that we are very
proud of vou. | would have never thought
that wou waoulid be the ane over thera in

[ra. You have taught me that life is not
always serious and, sometimes, we all
hiave to play.

[ want you to konow never be afraid to
be yourself. 1 sl have dreams abouat yeu,
Ted, Derrick and me in the park ...

— Your *Cuz™ in Meridian



